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| am writing with regard to the release of the Webster Hubbell prison tapes. | am sure that you have
heard a great deal about this in the news.

Dear Republican Colleague:

As you know, in the process of preparing transcripts, my staff edited over 150 hours of conversaions
down to one hour of relevant material for public release. Although the vast mgjority of the materiad was
completely accurate, some mistakes and omissions were made. A mistake was made in not including in the
30 pages of transcripts a couple of comments made by Mr. Hubbell about himself and the First Lady. They
were relevant, and they should not have been left out. | take responsibility for those mistakes.

| would like to point out a couple of important facts. 1) The transcripts were only meant to serve
as guides. Many reporters had the opportunity to listen to the appropriate sections of the tapes in their
entirety and record them. Obvioudy, nothing was ever deleted from the tapes themselves. 2.) Although
the accusation has been made that Mr. Hubbell’s exculpatory comment affecting the First Lady was edited

out of the transcrl pt, mumponammnatcihaLm
So as you can see, there was

never any intent to deceive anyone. I hope that by releasing the entire tapes of the conversations in question,
these concerns have been resolved.

As Chairman, | am responsible for the actions of this Committee. The one thing that is most
important to me is my integrity. | am sickened by the thought that anyone would think that | would
purposefully release anything less than completely accurate information.

What I find most unfortunate is that this incident has detracted from the important facts about the
Hubbell tapes __ that it appears that Mr. Hubbell and his wife' were under a great deal of pressure to remain
silent. Our investigation has focused on whether Mr. Hubbell’s actions were influenced by over $700,000
he received from friends and supporters of the President, including $100,000 from the Riady family. It is
for this reason that | believed that it was important that relevant sections of the tapes be in the public record.

| want to apologize to you if this matter has caused you any embarrassment. | hope that if you have
any concerns, you will give me a call. We shall continue to move forward with this investigation. Serious
alegations of illega activity remain unresolved, and the American people have aright to know dl of the
facts.

- urton
Member of Congress



